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ABSTRACT 



The relationship between teacher and supervisor can be 
compared to that of husband and wife. Both relationships require care, 
commitment, communication, respect, truthfulness, and trust. Certain 
characteristics must exist between the supervisor and teacher for the process 
to be successful and, ultimately, lead to improved instruction. This paper 
examines 20 such characteristics that are apparent in both the clinical 
supervision process and marriage. The paper also compares the stages of 
clinical supervision with the life of a marriage. They are the 
pre-observation conference, observation stage, analysis and strategy stage, 
post-obseif^at ion conference, and post-conference analysis. One overwhelming 
concept discovered is that trust is the basis for all relationships, and 
truthfulness is the key to developing trust. Communication is the vehicle for 
maintaining and developing the relationship. If teachers and supervisors 
understood their relationship as one typical of a husband and wife, education 
as the "offspring" of this relationship, would profit beyond expectation. 
(Contains 12 references.) (Author/LH) 
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Clinical Supervision 2 

Abstract 

Marriage is an institution and process that hinges, upon the 
quality of the relationship between the husband and wife. It is 
undisputed that if the relationship does not include 
characteristics such as care, commitment, communication, respect, 
truthfulness, and trust, the two people will cease to grow. The 
same is true in clinical supervision. Certain characteristics 
must exist between the supervisor and teacher for the process to 
be successful and, ultimately, lead to improved instruction. 

This paper examines 20 such characteristics that are apparent 
within the clinical supervision process and marriage, as well as 
comparing the stages of clinical supervision with the "life" of 
marriage . 
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The clinical supervision cycle is a process that absolutely 
relies on a positive relationship between the supervisor and 
teacher. It is not sufficient enough that rudimentary respect 
and compliance exist. There are many other characteristics that 
are essential for success. When reviewing the research and 
studying this relationship more closely, an interesting 
comparison can be drawn between a supervisor and teacher and a 
husband and wife. For example, there is a necessity for trust, 
respect, communication, cooperation, and understanding, all of 
which are critical qualities of both types of relationships. 
Oftentimes, developing an adequate understanding of the 
relationship between a supervisor and teacher is somewhat 
difficult. Interestingly, if written descriptions of the 
supervisory process were not replete with recurrent educational 
jargon, one might think that they were reading detailed 
explications on how to have a good marriage. 

After I became aware of the similarities, I began to look 
deeper into the clinical supervision cycle to see if I could 
observe an illustration of matrimony. To my amazement, I 
realized that the cycle envisioned by Cogan and revised by 
Goldhammer is indicative of a life leading up to and living out 
marriage (Glatthorn, 1990) . For example, the pre-observation 
conference is symbolic of the courting maneuvers prior to 
marriage. The initial classroom observations simulate the actual 
ceremony and newlywed year. The analysis of data and strategy 
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